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CONEIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 0480 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR; GR 

SUBJ: DANES MAY RETURN AMBASSADOR TO GREECE 

1 . SUMMARY: EONMIN ANDERSEN TOLD PARLIAMENTARY FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE MARCH 7 THAT IT WOULD BE " REASONABLE" FOR DENMARK TO 
SEND 

AN AMBASSADOR TO ATHENS AGAIN IN LINE WITH ITS GENERAL POLICY OE 
MAINTAINING RELATIONS WITH ALL STATES WHETHER OR NOT IT APPROVES 
OF THEIR GOVTS. ( THIS STATEMENT WAS COUPLED WITH ANDERSEN' S 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT DANES WERE, IN PRINCIPLE, READY TO RECOGNIZE 
NORTH 

KOREA- SEPTEL). 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. DURING A DISCUSSION MARCH 8, MEA DIRECTOR OE POLITICAL AFEAIRS, 
OLDENBURG, CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT DENMARK PLANNED TO 
RETURN 

AN AMBASSADOR TO GREECE, WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN REPRESNTED BY A 
CHARGE 

OR SIX YEARS. HE QUICKLY ADDED THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN AS 
TO TIMING, AND THAT IT MAY BE SOME MONTHS BEEORE AN AMBASSADOR IS 
SELECTED AND ARRIVES IN ATHENS. ALSO, HE NOTED, IF THE GREEK GOVT 
ACTS IN WHAT THE DANES CONSIDER AN ILLIBERAL MANNER, E. G. TOWARD 
DISSIDENT STUDENTS, DENMARK WOULD HOLD BACK. I ASKED WHETHER IT 
WAS A FAIR ASSUMPTION THAT THERE WOULD BE AMBASSADORS IN ATHENS 
AND COPENHAGENPRIOR TO THE NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING HERE IN JUNE, 

TO WHICH HE REPLIED THAT THAT WAS " QUITE POSSIBLE ", BUT HE AGAIN 
STRESSED THAT THE TIMING HAD NOT YET BEEN FIXED. 

3. COMMENT: GREEK CHARGE MENGLIDES TELLS ME THAT HE HAD HAD 
SOME " VERY CONCRETE HINTS" OE THIS CHANGE OF POLICYLAST WEEK, 

BUT HE HAD FOUND THE MFA RELUCTANT TO CONEIRM ANYTHING. ALL 
OLDENBURG HAD BEEN WILLING TO TELLMENGLIDES WAS THAT THE DANES 
WERE THINKING OF GENERALIZING ", IN MY VIEW, PROBABLY HAS MORE TO 
DO WITH NORTH KOREA THAN WITH GREECE, AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 
RAISING THE LEVEL OE REPRESENTATION IN ATHENS MAY WELL BE A FORM 

OF SOP TO THE MORE CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL PARTIES WHO HAVE NOT BEEN 

ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT RECOGNIZING PYONGYANG 

DUNNIGAN 
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